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Ola Dubh, meaning 'Black Oil', is an exciting collaboration between 

Harviestoun Brewery of Alva, Scotland, and Highland Park 

Distillery. It is based on the award-winning 'Old Engine Oil', brewed 

by Harviestoun. Stylistically similar to the Imperial Porters and 

Stouts of the nineteenth century, this deliciously rich beer is the first 

ale to be aged in malt whisky casks from a named distillery. 
  

There are four variants of one base beer on offer here for you to 

compare in this amazing vertical tasting opportunity. The beers on 

each of our four handpumps have been aged in wooden malt whisky 

casks formerly used to mature Highland Park 12 Year Old, 18 Year 

Old, 30 Year Old, and 40 Year Old respectively. 
  

The dense, black, oily appearance of this beer (similar to used 

motor oil) was the decisive factor in choosing a name. In all 

versions, there are aromas of truffle oil and cocoa, plus a little 

smokiness and heathery peat. On the palate, it is complexly oily, 

pithy, with a smooth bitterness and a little saltiness. The long finish 

yields some burnt notes with some hop character, smokiness, 

oakiness, and a little citrus fruit. The 12 Year Old has some toasted 

malts and a hint of sweet raspberry, while the 30 Year Old has rich 

vinous, pine resin, honey, and juniper notes in its elegant portfolio 

of flavours. The 18 and 40 Year Old versions are very new releases 

and have not been previously sampled. All 'Ola Dubh' versions are 

8.0% alcohol by volume. 
 

Listed alcohol by volume: 12 Year Old and 18 Year Old are 11.0%,  

30 Year Old is 8.0%, 40 Year Old is 10.5%. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 


